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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

                                                                     WHO WE ARE
CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC., also referred to as CFI, is a non-profit corporation established to develop and coordinate an affiliation of like minded Pastors and Ministry Leaders to impact the nations with the love of Jesus Christ.  The Board of Directors of CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. is the executive tier. CFI is an apostolic covering that honors the autonomy of the local church and ministries.  CFI is committed to the Great Commission of our Lord, Matthew 28:19-20, and the vision of CFI. 

        OUR FUNCTION

· Assist in the planting, adopting and strengthening of member churches.

· Provide spiritual covering for affiliates.

· Provide a safe place of fellowship for pastors and ministry leaders.

· Provide ministry resources to help develop affiliates

· Provide a cooperative world missions program for CFI members.

          OUR FOCUS

Our focus is on the heads of churches and ministries. We believe that the well being of the heads of ministries is the catalyst for the success of churches and ministries to advance the cause of Christ. 


STRUCTURE OF CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC.

I.
Power of Officers.  


A.
The President: The fellowship finds its leadership under the Lord Jesus Christ in its President.  The President shall be the chief executive officer of the organization.  He shall be a continuing member of the Board of Directors.  He shall have general management of the business of the church and general supervisor of the other officers.  He shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Directors and see that all orders and resolutions of the council are carried into effect.  He shall execute in the name of the fellowship all deeds, bonds, mortgages, contracts and other documents authorized by the Board of Directors.  He shall be an ex-officio member of all standing committees and shall have the general powers and duties of supervision and management usually vested in the office of president of a corporation. He shall be designated attorney-in-fact for the fellowship by virtue of his office.  He shall have the authority to appoint and approve any assistant that would be necessary to properly carry out the work of the Lord. 


B.
 The Vice President: The Vice President shall perform the duties and exercise the powers of the President in case of his temporary absence from the office of the church, and shall perform such other duties as may from time to time be granted or imposed by the Board of Directors.  


C.
The Secretary:  The Secretary shall attend all sessions of the Board of Directors held by the fellowship and act as clerk thereof and record all notes and the minutes of all proceedings in a book to be kept for that purpose.  He shall perform like duties for the executive and standing committees when required.  He shall give, or cause to be given, notice of meeting of the Board of Directors when notice is required to be given under these bylaws or by any resolution of the Board of Directors.  He shall have custody of the seal and authority to execute all authorized documents requiring seal.  He shall keep the membership rolls of the fellowship, and in general perform the duties usually incident to the office of Secretary, and the Board of Directors or the President shall from time to time prescribe such further duties as.


D.
The Treasurer:  The Treasurer, shall keep full and accurate account of the receipts and disbursements in books belonging to the fellowship, and shall deposit all monies and other valuable effects in the name and to the credit of the fellowship in such banks and depositories as may be designated by the Board of Directors, but will not be personally liable for the safekeeping of any funds or securities so deposited pursuant to the order of the Board of Directors.  He shall disburse the funds of the fellowship as may be ordered by the Board of Directors and shall render to the President and directors at the regular meeting of the Board of Directors, and whenever they may require, accounts of his transactions as secretary/treasure and of the financial condition of the fellowship.  He shall perform the duties usually incident to the office of treasurer and such other duties as may be prescribed by the Board of Directors or by the President.

         E.     Administrative Director: The President may appoint an administrator for CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. and approve a salary and budget for the carrying on of the day-to-day business and administration of the corporation. The administrator will answer to the President.

F.     Delegating powers to other officers: In case of the absence of any officer of the               fellowship, or for any other reason that may seem sufficient, the president may delegate his duties and powers from the time being to any other officer.
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G.
Term
The term of the Council of elders is permanent unless disqualified by:



(1) Scriptural reasons; 
(2) Resignation from the Board of Directors or from participation in CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC.;

(3) Lack of commitment or attendance at all regularly scheduled Board of Directors Meetings unless exempted by the President of the Corporation.

II
AMENDMENTS TO THE ARTICLES OF AFFFILIATION

           The Articles of Affiliation may be amended by the majority of the Board of Directors at any                

            scheduled meeting of the Board of Directors of CFI.

III.
FINANCE AND PROPERTY

            CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. is primarily supported by the application,   

             renewal, credential fees, and contributions of its affiliated members. CFI reserves the right to

             borrow money, own and mortgage property, execute and deliver legal documents only upon the 

             approval of the Board of Directors of CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC.  All

             execution of corporate checks, drafts, leases, mortgages and such like must be signed by the

             President of the corporation or by his designated representative as approved by the by-laws of 

             the corporation or corporate resolution.                       

IV. COMMISSIONING OF MINISTERS

            CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. is dependent completely on the leading of the  

            Holy Spirit of God, and may license, ordain and or commission individuals whom God directs.

            Selection of individuals shall be conducted by the Board of Directors in recognition of the divine

            call of God to such position and request made to CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL. 

            INC.

            CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. is not responsible for the actions or missions of   

            any individuals who may hold, or who may have previously held ministerial credential with 

            CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. or it’s affiliated churches. However, CHRIST

            FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. is willing to become involved in the restoration of 

            pastors and ministry leaders to a Christian lifestyle as dictated by the Holy Word of God, when

            requested. Such a request must be made by the individual and be accompanied by a sincere

            heart and attitude of repentance. 


RELATIONSHIPS

I.
LEVEL OF RELATIONSHIP

            We are a service organization for pastors and ministry leaders, to provide them with the tools    

             they need to fulfill God’s call in his ministry.

            CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. offers a credential level relationship for the 

            senior pastor.

            Under normal circumstances senior pastors desiring to be affiliated with CHRIST FELLOWSHIP 

            INTERNATIONAL, INC. must make application for affiliation.

            CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. offers an affiliation for the local church or 

            ministry. Under normal circumstances the senior pastor or ministry leader may make request 

            for application of affiliation.

            We want to ensure unity of vision, purpose, sound doctrine, and methods of ministry, as Amos 

            3:3 states, “Can two walk together unless they be agreed?” We are commanded “to know those

            who labor among us in the Lord” according to I Thessalonians 5:12.

           The senior pastor and/or affiliate church may have the opportunity to relate to CHRIST 

            FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. and other affiliated pastors and churches through 

            Recognized relationships built around our shared vision and methods of ministry.

II.
STEPS TOWARD AFFILIATION


A.
Upon request CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC.’s administrative office will forward an application for affiliation to the requesting party. The senior pastor, and/or official council of that church, will complete the application and return it to CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


B.
If the application is accepted a letter will be forwarded to the applicant stating its acceptance. 
IV.
CRITERIA AND BENEFITS

           The following criteria and benefits to consider when making application for credentials or local    

           Church affiliation with CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC.   

           CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. is a member-supported entity. For this reason, 

           The following criteria for affiliation has been recommended and approved by the Board of

            Directors.

V,
AFFILIATE CHURCHES

           The senior pastor of the affiliate church heads shall be a representative for CHRIST 

            FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. Subordinate ministers in local churches may be

            Issued a credential or credentials with CFI upon the senior pastor’s recommendation.
            All consideration should be given by affiliates in making plans to attend and actively support 

            CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. corporate gatherings.

VI.
AFFILIATION BENEFIT
            CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC.  will provide relationship and apostolic 

            covering for affiliates. To be a part of CFI is to be a part of a family of God on the earth that

            gathers for equipping the saints for the work of the ministry. CFI will assist in networking of 

            affiliates, resources and strengths as well as assist pastors and local churches with 

            transitions. And will provide a haven of refreshing and restoration for the blessed and the

            bleeding ministry affiliates. 


COOPERATIVE MINISTRY

I.
ADMINISTRATION

CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC., through its affiliate churches, funds administrative offices and staff to handle the day-to-day operations and carry out the recommendations and decisions of CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. Board of Directors. These expenses come under the heading of Administrative Expenses.

II.  
CHURCH PLANTING AND ADOPTING

We believe that CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. is called of God to birth and to plant new churches, in areas of the United States, which have no strong and continuing witness, working the common vision that God has given us. For that reason CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC., through its affiliate churches, is responsible to give financial assistance to plant these new works as needed, based upon available funds and vision priority.

Allocations of these funds are based upon the recommendation by a member of the Board of Directors with final approval by the Board of Directors of CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC.


We believe that years, perhaps even decades of precious time can be saved through the cooperative effort of our affiliate churches binding together to fund significant works in strategic areas of our nation. These disbursements come under the heading of Church Planting
III.        EXISTING CHURCH SUPPORT

CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. may financially assist pioneering or struggling affiliates. CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. feels responsible to prayerfully consider each request as to how, when, and in what manner the cooperative funds should be allocated. Each request for assistance will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 
IV.
       FOREIGN MISSIONS

CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. maintains the administrative ability to offer our affiliate the opportunity to become involved in a cooperative missions program by: 

A. Being a part of a short or long term mission team trip.

     Team members may participate by serving as:

a. Intercessors;

b. Ministry of the Word in churches, bible schools, conferences;

c. Medical missions, or;

d. Building projects.

B. Planting of local churches and bible schools.

C. Financially donating to missions’ projects.
FINANCES


I.
FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION

A. An Annual Renewal Fee of $100.00 will be assessed to affiliates holding credentials of CFI.

B. An Application fee of $25.00 will be assessed for each application. 

C. Offerings may be solicited for support of Funds for church planting, existing church support and foreign missions from CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. affiliates.


            CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC.'s commitment to each affiliate is to provide an             

            annual financial report to its members upon request. This insures the integrity of our hearts and

            our fellowship as we continue to submit to the Lord Jesus Christ.


MINISTERIAL CERTIFICATES

I.
MINISTERIAL CREDENTIAL

           CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. will issue these credentials: 

     1.  Christian Workers Certificate

     2.  Certificate of Ministry

     3.  Certificate of Ordination 

4. Certificate of Affiliation (For Churches and Ministries)

          CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. primary consideration is to issue credentials to                                

          Senior pastors of local churches and heads of ministries.

          CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. will consider issuing credentials to ministers and 

          Christian Workers serving in a local church or ministry, if requested by the senior leader.

          An application for ministerial credentials may be received by contacting CHRIST FELLOWSHIP 

          INTERNATIONAL, INC. administrative offices. 

          Upon approval, an official representative will contact the applicant to set up a time when a 

          Member of the Board of Directors of CFI will attend a special service to publicly credential and/or

          Ordain the affiliate under the covering of CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

          Ordinations shall be by the laying on of hands by members of the Board of Directors. 

          Credentialing may also be conducted at CFI corporate events.

II.
REVOKING OF CREDENTIALS

A minister may have his credential revoked for the following: 

A.
Heresy.

B. Conduct which violates Biblical principles.

C. Willful failure or refusal to comply with the provisions agreed to in the Articles of Affiliation.

D. Willful neglect of agreement to financial participation with CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC.

E. Willful failure to keep adequate records, and/or the destroying of church records.

           The Board of Directors of CFI will evaluate revocation cases.

III.        APPEALS-REINSTATEMENT

            Any minister whose credentials have been revoked but desires for his credential to be 

            reinstated must make application thereof to CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC.

            Upon sufficient proof of repentance and restitution the minister may have his credential 

            restored.


INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE PROVISIONS

CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC. (CFI) is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, education and scientific purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under Section 501 © (3) of The Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.

No part of the net earnings of CFI shall inure the benefit of, or be distributable to is members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that CFI shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in the propose clause hereof.  No substantial part of the activities of CFI shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and CFI shall not participate in or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.  Notwithstanding any provision of this document, CFI shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by an organization exempt from Federal Income Tax under section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by an organization, contribution to which are deductible under section 170 (c) (2) of The Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.

Upon the dissolution of CFI, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501 © (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future tax code, or shall be distributed to federal government, or to a state or local government, for a public purpose.  Any such assets not disposed of shall be disposed of at The Court of Common Pleas of the county in which principal office of CFI is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such an organization or organizations, as said Court shall determine which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes

                                                           STATEMENT OF BELIEFS

  1.  THE HOLY SCRIPTURES ARE INSPIRED AND INFALLIBLE 
      We believe the Holy Bible, both the Old Testament and the New Testament, is the only infallible and authoritative Word of God, given by divine inspiration and devoid of error as originally written.  The Bible supplies all the resources necessary for godly living, being totally sufficient in all matters of faith and conduct.  (2 Tim. 3:16,17; 2 Pet.1:20,21; Matt. 4:4; Matt. 5:18; Psa. 19:7-11; Psa. 119:160; John 17:17; 2 Pet. 1:3,4; Rev. 22:18,19) 
       2.  THE TRIUNE GOD 
      We believe that there is one true God, eternally existent in three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  The three persons of the Godhead or Holy Trinity are co-eternal and co-equal.  These three are one God, the same in substance and equal in power and glory.  We do not ascribe to modalism, but maintain that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are distinct persons, united in perfect harmony as the one true God.   (Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14; John 14:26; Luke 3:21,22) 
       3.  THE PERSON AND WORK OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
       We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We also believe that since the Incarnation our Lord Jesus Christ has possessed a human nature.  Hence, He is very God and very man or fully God and fully man.  We further believe in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death on the Cross, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of God the Father, in His personal return to this Earth in power and glory to rule and reign one thousand years.  (Isa. 7:14; 9:6; John 1:1-4; Acts 20:28; Phil. 2:5-11; John 2:19-21; Matt. 24:29-31; Rev. 20:4) 
       4.  THE FALLEN NATURE OF MAN 
       We believe man was created good and upright.  But man, by voluntary transgression and disobedience, forfeited his original state of innocence and uninterrupted communion with God in the Garden of Eden.  Man is a product of the fall, and as such, is born with a sinful nature and is, because of his sinfulness, at enmity with God.  There is no human remedy to man’s greatest malady, sin.  Lost and fallen man is unable to affect his own salvation from sin. (Gen. 3:1-7; Jer. 17:9; Rom. 3:10-18, 23; Rom. 8:7; Eph. 2:2,3; Psa. 143:2) 
       5.  THE REDEMPTION OF FALLEN MAN IS FREELY OFFERED 
       We believe that God sent His Son in the likeness of human flesh to live the perfect life, thus fulfilling the Law.  His Son then died on the Cross of Calvary, bearing the wrath of God against sin, as our substitute.  Thus, as the Last Adam, Jesus Christ both fulfilled the Law on our behalf and then bore the punishment of the lawbreaker on our behalf.  Man’s redemption is freely offered on the credentials of what Jesus accomplished as the Lamb of God, triumphing over sin and paying sin’s debt through the shedding of His own blood.  Salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.   (Eph. 2:8,9; Rom. 6:23; Rev. 22:17; John 4:13,14; John 3:16; 1 Pet. 1:18,19)

 

     6.  SALVATION AND ETERNAL LIFE MUST BE INDIVIDUALLY RECEIVED 
       We believe that in order to partake of the salvation freely provided by Jesus Christ, the sinner must repent and believe that God’s demands of heavenly justice were fully met at the Cross.  He must individually receive the Lord Jesus Christ into his heart as his own personal Savior, enthroning Him as Lord and King.  When a sinner truly believes the Gospel, he passes from death unto life, from condemnation to son ship in the Kingdom of God.  (John 1:12; John 3:16; Rom. 10:9; Isa. 55:1-3; John 6:47: Rev. 22:17) 
       7.  EVIDENCE OF SALVATION 
     We believe that the evidence of one’s salvation is a life of holiness, a life that begins to hunger for the Word of God and prayer, a life that finds great value in Christian fellowship and a life that longs to bring the saving Gospel of Christ to the unsaved.  The Scriptures provide great assurance to the sincere believer in Jesus Christ, to the believer who gratefully seeks to live a life of love, obedience and faith before the One who has provided redemption through His atoning sacrifice on the Cross.  (2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 2:20; 2 Pet. 1:3,4; Col. 1:10; Titus 2:11-14; Jas. 1:22; 2 Cor. 13:5) 
       8.  THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 
       We believe that every believer should earnestly seek and desire the Promise of the Father, the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.  While believing that the Holy Spirit definitely inhabits the heart of every true Christian, we also believe a distinction is made Biblically between being “born of the Spirit” (at conversion) and being “baptized in the Spirit.”  The Baptism in the Holy Spirit, with the initial (but not exclusive) physical evidence of speaking in other tongues, is the pattern found throughout the Book of Acts and is intended to empower the Christian to be a more effective witness for the Lord.   We firmly believe that the authentic ministry of the Holy Spirit will always point clearly to Jesus as the Living Word.   (Matt. 3:11; John 14:16,17; John 16:13,14; Luke 24:49; Acts 1:5,8; 2:1-4; 10:44-47; 19:1-9; Eph. 5:18) 
       9.  THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE BELIEVER 
       We believe that every true Christian embarks upon the path of sanctification, meaning that the believer is set apart for the purposes and pleasure of Almighty God, being conformed day-by-day into the image of Jesus Christ.  This involves learning what it means to walk holy before God and the world.  Sanctification is a lifelong process within the heart and life of the believer, hence we do not believe in sinless perfection.  But we do believe that victory over sin is the call of every Child of God and is made possible through the glorious benefits of what Christ accomplished on the Cross.  (1 Thess. 5:23; Heb. 2:11; Col. 1:10; John 17:17-19; Heb. 9:14; Rom. 6:1,2, Rom. 12:1,2) 
        10.  THE HEALING POWER OF JESUS CHRIST 
       We believe that the redemptive work of Christ’s atoning sacrifice provides healing of the human body in answer to believing prayer.  We are invited in the Word of God to bring our physical infirmities before the omnipotent God.  While we are to come before His throne of grace boldly in time of need, we also must bow before His sovereign wisdom and design respecting situations of prolonged affliction.  We can experience the rest, peace and joy of our Lord both in His miraculous healing touch and in His love and faithfulness during periods of suffering. (Exod. 15:26; Isa.53: 4,5; Matt. 8:17; Mark 5:34; Jas. 5:14-16; 2 Cor. 12:7-10; Gal. 4:13,14; Phil. 4:11-13) 
   

  11.  THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH 
       We believe in the Blessed Hope, the Rapture of the Church, when the Lord Jesus Christ returns to gather His own.  While a variety of views are offered within the Body of Christ regarding end time events, we believe that we are called to live our lives in light of the imminent coming of our Lord in the clouds for His beloved Church.   (1 Thess. 4:13-18; I Cor. 15:51-58; John 14:1-3; Titus 2:13; I John 3:2,3) 
     12.  THE RESURRECTION OF BOTH THE SAVED AND THE LOST 
     We believe that the soul of every human being will live on throughout eternity, the Christian with the Lord in the Heavenly New Jerusalem and the lost with Satan in the Lake of Fire.  The Gospel makes a very clear dividing line between the physical resurrection of the one to everlasting life and the other to everlasting damnation.  We do not believe in soul sleep but rather in the conscious existence of the soul after death, even prior to the body being raised for the final judgment.  (Job 19:25-27; Isa. 26:19; Dan. 12:2; Matt. 25:46; John 5:28,29; Acts 24:15; Rev. 20:11-15 
 

IN WITNESS THEREOF we hereunto set our hands and affix our signature this _____ day of ______________in the year 2006 as an officer of CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC., do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true, correct and complete copy of the By-laws of CHRIST FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL, INC., as of this date_____________________.

__________________________
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